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OnservaTions on the Present Si- 
ruation and Furure Prospects 
of ruis and the Unirep Srares. 

No, Il. 
N my lait paper I endeavoured to ex- 
plain the principles of political union 

which conftitute the government of the U- 

nited States, this fubjeét I have confidered 

as it refpedls defence and commerce ; my 
prefent obfervations will be confiued to their 
operation on our national chara@er. Per- 
haps my zeal for the welfare of my country 
may induce me to with for fome regulations 
for which we are not fully prepared, yet as 
there has been a political awakening, it 
may not be improper to divulge my {pecu- 
lations at this time. It is certain that no 
people are fo happily fituated as thofe of A- 
merica, their lands are fertile and produce 
every variety of the neceflaries of life, while 
their governments are diftinguifhed by the 
lait refinements of policy. One would al- 
moft believe that the Spartan legiflator had 
arifen from the dead to illuminate the minds 
of our politicians ; for though our laws vary 
from his ia the mode of operation, yet the 
effect finally produced 1s the fame. ‘The 
{tern prohibitions by which he excluded 
gold and filver from his dominions, were 
not {o efic¢tual for this purpofe as our laws 
for promoting commerce: and the regula- 
tions by which he eitablifhed a community 
of property, did not enable his greateit ge- 
nerals to live upon the public with half the 
elegance of our meanett colleGors. I thefe 
re{pects our governments are far fuperior 
to the Spartan; and we have many fuper- 
added excellencies of which the ancient 
Lycurgus had no idea. Yet this moft excel- 
lent {,item of government is not exempt 
from imperfections : it has foftered a number 
of poltrcon patriots who have conjured up: 
from chaos what they call a puélic debp, 
which they fay our national honour requires 
us to difcharge. Thefe men pretend to 
much learning, and quote Monteiquieu with 
great vanity and oftentation; but it thall 
be my duty to expofe the abfurdity of their 
opinions frora their favorite authors: Mon- 
te‘quieu has afferted that Sexou is the prin- 
ciple of monarchial governments, and if this 
be true, it follows that nething which tends 
to encourage a feate of hoaour among the 
people, oughtto be permitted to eaid in the 
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American democracies, as this would tend 
to introduce the baleful influence of defpot- 
iim. This argument needs only to be 
itated to have its abiurdity appear, and my 
tafk would be compleated, could nothing 
more plaufible than this whim of ational 
honour be urged as a reafon why the debt 
fhould be paid ; I muft own that when fome 
people have urged the juftice of difcharging 
the debt, I have fomewhat doubted the truth 
ot my creed, efpecially as Fu/tice and Vir- 
tue are {aid to be effentially neceflary to the 
exiftence of democratical governments, but 
after much painful itudy, I have difcovered 
that nodebt can poflibly be due from the 
public to any individual, which I take to be 
the great defideratum in American politics, 
and as valuable a difcovery to mankind as 
the quantity of matter in comets, which has 
been defervedly ranked among the moft im- 
portant American inventions. 

Perhaps no man is uninformed that Bru- 
tus was a man of goo! fenfe, and the bett 
whig in Rone, and that he in a letter to 
Cicero, blames him for neglecting the inter- 
eft of the public, merely on account of the 
valuable fervices he had already performed : 
He fays, that trom thoie who have pe:form- 
ed great actions, as great or greatcr may be 
required, and that the debt due tothe pub- 
lic is increafed by the importance, and by 
the repetition of patriotic exertions. This 
was a wile faying of Brutus, and its truth 
can be demonitrated from the eftablithed 
principles of human nature—for we find 
fome men are diftinguifhed from their birth 
By marks of original genius and liberal 
minds. Thefe men are few, becaufe few 
occurrencies happen in which fuch men are 
uiefui to fociety. The great bulk of man- 
kind is compoied of groveling, felfifh ani- 
mals, who are ever ready to deprefs the 
other order of men, from an initinctive fenfe 
of their fuperiority. This inftiné& as uni- 
verfally impels mankind in general to op- 
poie the propoials of the few who are capa- 
ble of reflection, as that which points out 
to the ais and the polecat the offenfive qua- 
lities of their feveral natures. This clats of 
men require, as adebt due to them, the 
fervices of ail who are capable of readering 
them benefits, and indeed with very good 
reaion, asthat is moft itrictiy a debt, which 
a wan is bound vy the laws of nature to per- 














form, and for which he cannot receive a 
reward. 

Thefe propofitions being not generally 
known, need fome explanation, for which 
purpofe, let us confider, that if we take 
money from mankind in general, we de- 
prive them ofevery good, though money 13 
by no means cOnfidered by the virtuous as an 
adequate compenfation for patriotic exerti- 
ons, and befides, by every mercantile rule, 
if money is paid for fervices, the value of 
thofe fervices belongs to che buyer, and the 
original proprietor is divefted of all property 
therein——Thus, by paying for public be- 
nefits, the moft fubftantial evil would ac- 
crue, thofe men who were the authors of the 
benefits would lofe the merit and honour of 
them, which would be to them a fore mor- 
tification, and the commodity of great vir- 
tues and benevolent ations which would 
thus be bought by the populace, would pe- 
rifh on hand, as it would neither buy rum in 
Jamaica, nor teain England. 

But thefe are not my only objections ag- 
ainft paying what is called the public deti, 
nor did it altogether arife for fervices per- 
formed by individuals; many public prom- 
ifes have been made for monies loaned, and 
for beef, flour, and many other articles of 
this kind, which, though they are the moit 
unexceptional demands that are made, yet 
ought not in general to be paid. It is well 
known that democracies ought to preferve an 
equality of property among their citizens, 
as neceflary to this kind of government— 
Thofe men who performed fervices for the 
public, would in many initances be entitled 
to fuch immenfe fums, that, confidering 
their abilities, they would be too powerful 
for citizens, and thofe who furniihed fup. 
plies muft have poflefled too great a fhare 
of property, otherwife they would have 
been unable to become creditors to the pub- 
lic, in either cafe the fafety of the govern- 
ment is interefted either not to pay at all, 
or at leaft to pay in fuch a flow and defultory 
manner, that no real advantage accrue to 
the creditors. 

Much might be faidin favour of both 
thefe modes of cancelling our engagements, 
but as the difcuflion of the queftion would be 
an unpopular tafk for me who am a politi- 
cian, I beg leave to fuggeft a few hints up- 
on the fubject, and then leave the matieg 
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Tt has been faid by 
tome, and £ own with confiderable plaufi- 
bility, that it is not entirely confiftent with 
cood faith t> be continually promifing what 
ve do not mean fo pe “reform, and that. as 
there is a great number of fools in the world, 
who take in earneit thoie engagements that 
were made in jeft, and others more fagaci- 
ous, whe improve the publie promifes to 
enrich themfelves at the expence of their 
weaker brethren, it feems that the preic: at 
iyiiem is not oaly fin- 
F but fach an occafion of fin in 
others, as may be preiudicial to the morals 
of thecommunity. But as both the propo- 
fed plans have one common object in view, 
Ww hich will -effettually cancel the public 
debt without making 2 Ages , think 
that the merits of rhe quettion, fo far asit 
revards the caufe of mora! lity, may ees de- 
ned by confidering the following pro- 


4 
shad Gelulion y 
ful in itteif, 


ee t » J/uppofenz a certain 


cuantuim of fin is to be committed tis bef rer 
the foud of the fianer tecemmit itty prece- 
meal, cr fy @ fingle ai—— 

I have fometim:s * fiafpe® i that Con- 
grefs-and the legifata ! 


legit! A i 5 Vi 
fates are inclined to favour the prei 
tracted dilatory fyftem of fining, 


oe A T- 
pice" eae 
wif2 itis difficult to acc 


oant for their expen- 
five arrangements for adjuiting and fettls ng 
accounts——The 


common reaons WwW hich MM 
duce private 


men to fetcle acc ounts w tth each 
other, can have no exiftence with ihe pubiic 
or their creditors,—it feems therefore reaf- 
onable to fuppote, that the Commiflioners of 
Accounts 1a every departmen at, are employ- 
ed to confolidate the fins of the Unite 
States, and preferve them for the benefit of 
polterity, in cafe the amount epon a final 
fettlement fhoul4 be more than can be fafe- 
ly carried out of the worid by the p 
veneration, 

Jam very unhappy that my publi 


revenet 


¢ char- 
attey renders it impofitb! e for me to give a 
decided opinion upon this fubjeét ; ‘but I 
fincerely requeft all metaplhifical cafuifts to 
Jay afide, for this feafon, their treatifes up- 
on fate and freewiil, to confider this quefti- 
On ; and would advife them, if pofiible, to 
be unanimous in their report, as this would 
greatly tend to eftablifh the do€trines which 
have been hinted, and quiet fome fcruples 
of confcience which remain in the minds of 
fome peop'e upon thefe fubjects. 

Bat before I end this paper, I cannot 
help rema king, with aftonithment, Upon 
the exorbitant claims of the army, which 
appear to me to be uniu PP? ric d by redfon on 
their part, and fuch as we cannot allow, 
vith iout fwerving from the principles of re- 
publicans. It is certain that at the begin- 
ning of the Jate life was 
very fatiguing and dangerous, and accord- 
inaiy we find that che moit deferving of the 


war, tne military 


ther fell in bat tle, or 
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ruined their conftitutions by the hardthips 
they endured. Howthole that furvived can 
pretend to fupport aclaim upon the public, 
is to me incomprehentible :-——it is certain 
that they deierve but Jittle in compariion 


-of thote who died in the fervice—it is the da- 


ty of a foldier to ave for his country, and to 
pay him tor /irviving, appears te me as ab- 
furd as to offer him a reward for detferting 
the fervice. At any pecuniary re- 
wards are very improper for a ioldier : hon- 
our is the principle which prom pis him to 
aftion, and with honour he o: ght to be re- 
warded, Were the Americans pof 
that fpirit which oueht to char ce rize men 
of the military profeftion, they would dif- 
dain all offers of money, as degrading to 
their charaéters, ‘but wauld court every op- 
portunity of bein# knocked o1 

Toe 


rate, 


} ’ ; 
y the head —— 


courage a fpirit fo ceconoinical and 
advantageous for the public, [ would pro- 
pofe that no pay be henceforth aliowed to 
thofe of the military department, and as a 
to their profeflicnal char = 
that every man who fhouid die in the fervice 


hi ry, thould be enticied to a fune- 


. 


reward iuited 


OF his country 


al oration at e public e pence. This 
rhe De vari din i length and { welling CX- 


ions to the merit of the deceafed, and, 


officers, might be inverlarded 
with Latin fentences, and poetical quotati- 
ons.—We find that the Ghoit of the creat 
Montgomery was pacified in this manner, 
and we have great reuto 


other occafions, the fame expedient may be 
adop ed withlike fu 


to fuppofe, that on 


tecefs.—-But as avarice is 
a quality wh ch caght to be defpifed in pab- 
lic bodies, it may not be improper on 
fome occafions to prom/e duratie monu- 
ments of ‘narble to the brave and illuftrions 
dead, as there 1s no great probability that 
they will ever be erected, and in cate they 
are not, the omifion cannot be very mate- 
tial. Do not written monuments outlait the 
moft durable ftru€tures of art? where are 
the trophies of the Grecian and Roman con- 
qucrors? they are mouldered in the duit, 
am yet their names remain eternized in the 
es ofhiftory. Let as, mv 


conntrymen, 
wife by th rnerience of paft ares® 
prow wile y the ex} erience OF pai apes. 


and inftead of erecting expenfive piles of 
ftone, entomb our patricts in an act of af. 
fembly, or a refolution of Congrefs. S 
ly this method has two advantages: it will 
be leatft expenfiy re to the living, and the 
mof du able reward you can beftow upon 
departed valour. 

But though my countrymen of the Unite 
States are croubled wif debt, and thor 
their officers choofe and infift upon pecuni: 
ry rewards for fer. ices, yet the « ; 
the people is evidently growing more prot. 
ptrous States, Countics, Towns and Ci- 
ties continually ftart into exiftence; and 
thefe, with 
Governors, 





their attending circe 2 . of 


Mayors, Juflices, ‘Lawyer 


Yetled of 











Dancing-Maflers, Innkeepers and Printers, 
are both the caules and effedts of increafing 
civilization and improvement. Urbanity 
has here received its laft refinement, even 
the judge has loft his ftern feverity,—the 
Grand Juror is no longer a foe to the fport- 
ive tallies of youth, and the once inexorable 
bailiff exercifes his power only in the plea- 
ing !unguage of perfuafion. 
LYCURGUS 





An ESSAY on CRIMES ann 
ISHMENTS., 
By the Marquis Beccaria, of Milan. 
>HAP. XVIF 


Of pecuniary Punijpments. 


PUN- 


HERE was a time when all punith- 

mepts were pecuniary. ‘Lhe crimes 
ot the fubjects were the inheritance of the 
prince. An injury done to fociety was a 
tavour to the crown; and the fovereign and 
magiftrates, thofe guardians of the public 
fecurity, were interefled. in the violation of 
the. laws. Crimes were tried, at that 
time, ina court of Exchequer, and the 
caufe became a civil fuit between the per- 
fon accufed and tne crown. ‘The magit- 
trate then had other powers than were ne- 
ceffary ve the public welfare, and the cri- 


minal ered other punithments than the 
ecelie 6 of example required. The jadge 


was rather a colicétor for the crown, an 
event for the treafury, than a protector and 
minifter of che laws. But, according to this 
iyitem, for aimanto confefs himielf guil- 
ty, wasto acknowledge himfelf a debtor to 
the crown; which was, and is at prefent 
(the effects continuing atter the cauies have 
ceafed) the intent of all criminal caufes. 
Thus, the criminal! who refufes to confefs his 
crime, though cor Wwidcted by undoubted 
proofs, will iuffer a leis punifhment than if 
he had confeffed; and he will not be put to 
torture to oblige him to confefs his other 
crimes which he might ha-e committed, 
as he has not confefled the principal. But 
the confefion being ouce obtained, the 
judge becomes mafler of the body, and tor- 
ments him with a ftudied formality, in or- 
der to fqueeze out of him all the profit poili- 
bie. Confeflion then is allowed to be a con- 
vincing proof, efpecially when obtained by 
forture; atthe fametime that an extraju- 
dicial confeffion, when a man is at eafe 
and under noappreheniion. is not fufficient 
for his condemnation. 


AT owe hich G le 
ALL enqu lirles, Whichierve to Clear up 
f ' 
ct, | 


the fact, but which may weaken the preten- 
fions of the crown, are excluded. It was 
not from compaffion to the criminal, or 


om confide rations of humanity, that tor- 
ments are fometimes {pared, but out of 
fear of loofing thofe rights which at prefent 
The 


appear chimerical and inconceivable. 
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judge becomres the enemy of the accufed, to 
a wretch, a prey to the horrors of a dange- 
on, to torture, todeath, andan uncertain 
futurity, more terrible than all ; he enquires 
not into the truth of the fact, buc the nature 
of the crime; he lays {nares to make him 
conviét himfelf; he fears lexit he fhould not 
fucceed in finding him guilty, and that in- 
fallibility, which every man arrogates to 
himfelf, fhould be calied in queftion. it is 
in the power of the magittrate to determine, 
what evidence is feficient to fend a man to 
priion ; that he may be preved innocent, he 
mui be fuppoied guilty. This is what is 
called an ¢//cufixx projecution; and tuch were 
all criminal proceedings, in the eighteenth 


ceatury, in ali parts ot our polithed Europe. ° 


The true protecaiion, for éafirmaciens that 
is, an impartial enquiry into the fact, that 
which reaioa preicribes, whieh military 
laws adopt, and which the Aliatic defpot- 
ifm allows in fuits of one fubject againft ano- 
ther, is very little prattiied in any courts of 
jaftice. What a labyrinth of . blurdities ! ab- 
durdities, which will appear incredivie to hap- 
pier pofterity, The philo:opher only will be a- 
ble to read, in the nature of man, the poffibil- 
ity of there ever having been iuch a iyt!- 
tem. 


CHAP, XVIII. 
Of O ths. 


THERE is a palpable contradiction be- 
tween the laws and the natural ientimeuts, 
ot mankind, in the caie of cares, which are 
adminittered to a criminal to make him 
fpeak the truth, when the contrary is his 
preateit intereft. Asif aman cou!d tiink 
himielf obliged to contribute te his own de- 
ftrution ; and as if when intereit ipeaks, 
religion was not generally filent; relig.oo, 
which in all ages of ¢ HW ocaer things, bas veen 
mo commoniy abuted ; and tudesd upon 
what motive fhould it be reipected by the 
wicked, when ithas been thus violated by 
thofe who were eltcemed the wifett of men? 
The motives which religion oppotes to the 
fear ofimpending evil, and the love of life, 
are too weak, as they are too diftant, to make 
any impreffion on the feules. ‘he affairs 
of the other world are regu’ ated by Jaws en- 
tirely differeat ‘fom thoie by which haman 
efFairs are directed ; why then theuld we en- 
deavour to compromife matters between 
them? Why fhould a man be reduced to 
the terrible alte-native, either of offending 
God, or contribatiag w his own immediate 
Cettruction? The laws which require ax 
@athin fncha cale, leave oniy the choice of 
Por 
formality, 
ligion, pert 
Bicatel 
ma kind, are deltrny ed Ex) errence 
tieir inucility: I appe il to every judg 
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has brought truth from the lips of a crimi- 
nal; and realon tells us, it muft be fo; for 
all laws are ufelefs, and in coniequence de- 
ftructive, which contradiét the natura! feel- 
ings of mankind. Such laws are like a 
dike, oppoted direétly to the courfe of the 
torrent; it is cither immediately over- 
whelmed, or, by a whirlpool tormed of it- 
felf,"it is gradually undermined and de- 
ttroyed, 


& HA. XIX 
Of the Advantage of immediate Punifhment. 


THE more immediately after the com- 
miffion of a crime, a punifhment is infiict- 
ed, the more jutt and wciul it will be. dt 
will be more jutt, becauie it pares the cri- 
minal the cruel and iupertluous torment of 
uncertainty, waich increaies in proportion 
to the itrength of fis imagination aad the 
fenie of his weakneis ; and becauie the pri- 
vation of liberty, being a punifhment, ought 
to be inflicted bejore condemnauon for as 
fhort a tune as poflible. Impruonment, 1 
iay, being the only means of fecuring the 
perion of the accuied until he be tricd, con- 
demncd, Or acquitted, Ought not omy 
be ot as fhort duration, but attended with 
as little severity as poilioie. Tne time 
ihouid be determined vy the neceflary pre 
paration tor trial, and the right to priority 
in the oldeit prifoners, the conhnement 
Ought not to oe cloier than is reqnibie to 
prevent his tight, or his concealing the 
proots of the crime; and the trial thould 
be coadu@ted with all poilible expedition. 


Can therebe a more cruel contratt than 
the indolence of a judge, and the paintul 


anxiety oF the acculed; the comforts and 
pleaiures of an inienfible magiitrate, and 
the dita and milery of the pritoner? In ge- 
neral, as § have before obierved, 7 4¢ ae- 


er. pf. fuar/bmeni, andthe conmjcyuences of 


Z 
@ Crimes on At to be fo contrived, as to have 
the greaicfe effect pojfible on others, with the 


lea fi polit ke pain to /reé delinquent. It there 
be any fociety in which this is not a funda- 
mental principle, it is an unlawful iociety ; 
for, mankind by their union, Originally 
intend d to fubject themielves to the leatt 
evils poilible. 

An immediate punifhment is more ufeful ; 
becaule the {mailer th: interval of ime be- 
tweea the puntihaicat and crime, the 
ftronger aad more laiting wil! be the affo- 
ciation of the two ideas Cf Urime and fanii- 
ment; to that they may be confidered, one 
as the cauie, and the orher as the una- 
voidable “aud necefiary eétect ; it is demon- 
trated, that the ailociation ct 1deas 1s the ce- 
Meat which avites the tabric of the Auman in- 
telleci; without h, pieature and pain 


would béewiuiole and inefiectual feniations. 


Wilt 


Ihe Vulgar, that ts, all men, wao have no 
ceaeral ideas, of unmiverta! 


} principies, 
* ie" 
wt isa CJ. teuce Vi the mok tme- 


Connecticut Macazint. 
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mediate and familiar ailociations; but 
the more remote and complex only pre- 
feat themfclves to the minds of thofe who are 
pattionately attached toa fingle obje& ; or 
to thofe of greater underftanding, who 
have acquired a habit of rapidly comparing 
together a number of objects, and of form- 
ing a conclufion; and the refult, that is, the 
action in confequence, by thefe means, be- 
comes lefs dangerous and uncertain. 

iT is then, of the greatef importance, 
that the punifhment fhould fucceed the crime 
as immediately as poffible, if we intend, 
that in the rude miads of the multitude, the 
feducing picture of the advantage arifing 
from a crime, fhould initantly awake the 
attendant idea of punifhment. Delaying 
the punifhmentferves oniy to feparate theie 
two ideas; and thus affeéts the minds of 
the f{pectarors rather as being a terrible 
fight, than tue necefTary coniequence ofa 
crime; the horror of which fhould contri- 
bute to heighten the idea of punifh- 
ment. 

THERE is another excellent method of 
ftrengthening this important connexion be- 
tweea the ideas of crime and punithment ; 
that is, to mike the punithment as analo- 
gous as pofibie to the nature of the crime ; 
1a order that th. punifhment may lead the 
miad to coafider the crime ina different 
point of view, from that, in which it was 
p-aced by the Aattevi sg idea of promiicd ad- 
vantages. 

CRiMES of lefs importance are com- 
monly punithed, either in the obicurity of 
a prijon, or the criminal is rraa/perted, to 
give by his flavery, an example to focieties 
which he never offended; an example ab- 


folutely ufeleis, becaufe diftant from the 
place where the crime was committed, 
Men do not, in general, commit great 


crimes deliberately, but rather ina fud- 
den guft of paflion; and they commonly 
leok on the punifhment due to great crimes 
as remote andimprobable ‘The public pu- 
nifhment theretore ot imall crimes, will 
make a greater impreflion, and by deterring 
men from imalicr, will effectually prevent 
she greater. 





By the United States in Congrefs af+ 
sembled, February 1g, 1786. 


The Committee, confifting of Mr. King, 
Mr. Pinckney, Mr. Kean, Mr. Monroe, 
and Mr. Petit, to whom were refered 
feveral Reports and Documents concern 
ing the o:fem of General Revenue, re~ 
commended by Cengrefs on the 18th of 
April, 1; 

Report, 
et) in purfuance of the above re 
~ ference, they have carefully exami- 
ned the Acts of the fevesal States, reluuve 
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f the general fyftem of the reveuue recom- 
mended by Congrefs on the 18th of April, 
1783, and find that the States of Delaware 
aid North-Carolina have pafied A&s in fall 
conformity with the feveral parts thereof ; 
* 2 former of which States have interted a 
provitd ia their At, reftraining the operati- 
01 thereof antil each of the other States 
fhali have mrade a like and equally exten- 
five grant: that the States of New-Hamp- 
fhire, Maichufettes, Connecticut, New- 
Jerfey, Virginia and Soath-Carolina, have 
each pafed-Atts, complying with that part 
of the fyitem which recommends a geacral 
impott, bat have come to no decifion on the 
other part which progofes the eitablifhment 
of fuaids, fupplementary to, and in aid of 
the general impot: that the State of Penn- 
fylyania has paTedan AQ complying with 
the reconmendation of the ge eral impott, 
aidia the fame At has declared, that their 
proportion or quota of the fupplementary 
funds fhall: be raifel and levied oa the 
p2rfons and eltates of the inhabitants of that 
State, in fuch a manner as the Legiflature 
thereof ihall from tim: to time dire&t, with 
this provifo, that if aay of the annual 
proportion of the fuppiemeatary funds 
shall be otherwife raifed ant paid to 
the United States, thea fuch annual levy or 
tax fhull be difcoatinued. The Comniitteec 
conceive that this claufe is rather an en- 
gagement that Pennfylvania will provide 
adequate fupplementary fuads, than an ac- 
tual etablithmenat thereof; neverthelefs, the 
A& cortains a provifo reftraining its ope- 
ration, uatil each of the other States fhall 
have paffel laws in full conformity with the 
whole of the revenue fyitem aforefaid. The 
Committee farther find that the State of 
Rhote-Ifland has paffed an A& on this 
farje&, but fo differeat from the plan re- 
commended, and fo wholly infufficient, that 
it cannot be confidered as a compliance with 
ay part ot the fyitem fubmitted for their a- 
doption : that the State of Maryland paf- 
fedan Aft in 1782, anda fupplement there- 
to in 1784, complying with the recommen- 
Gation of Congrels of the 3d of February, 
¥781°, which recommendation is not compa- 
tible with, and was relinquifhed by the re- 
olves of Congrefs of the 18th of April, 1783 ; 
but that neither the State of Maryland, New- 
York nor Georgia, has paffed any A& in 
purfuance of the fyitem of the 13th of April, 
17383. 

From this ftatement it appears that feven 
States, viz. New-i'lampthire, Maffichufetts, 
Connecticut, New-Jerfey, Virginia, North- 
Carolina and South-Carolina, have grant- 
ed the impo't ia fuch a manner, that if the 
other fix States had made fimilar grants, 
the plaa of the general impo't might im- 
mediately begia.to operate : that two o:her 
States, viz. Pennfylvania, & Delaware, have 
al granted the impoft, but have connected 
ticir grants with provifos, which will fuf- 
pend their operatioa until ali the other 


The 


‘and that the four other States, viz. Rhode- 


“their partial enquiries into the natare and 
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States fhall have paffed laws in fall confor- 
mity, with the whole of the revenue tyitem 
aforefaid : that two ooly of theie nine States, 
viz. Delaware and North-Carolina, have 
fully acceded to that fyitem in all its parts ; 


Iifland, New-York, Maryland and Georgia, 
have not decided in favor of any part of the 
fyitem of revenue aforefaid, fo long fince, 
and repeatedly prefented by Congres for 
their acoption. 


The Committee have thought it their du 
ty candidly to examine the principles of this 
fyitem, and to difcover, if poflible, the rea- 
fons which have prevented its adoption ; 
they cannot learn that any member of the 
Confederacy has ftated or brought forward 


and 





any objections againil it, and the refult of 


Operation of the plan, has been a clear and 
decided opinion, that the fyftem itlelf is 
more free from well founded exceptions, 
and is better calculated to receive the ap- 
probatioa of the feveral States than any other 
that the wifdom of Congrefs can devile. 

In the courfe of this enquiry it molt clear- 
ly appeared, that the requifitions of Coagrefs 
tor eight years paft, have been fo irregular 
in their operation, fo uncertain in their coi- 
legtion, and fo evidently unproduive, 
that a reliance on them in future, as a 
fource from whence monies are to be drawn 
to difcharge the engagements of the confe- 
deracy, definite as they are in time and 
amount, would be no leis dihhoncravle to 
the underftandings of thole who eatc:tain 
fuch confidence, than it would be dange- 
rous to the welfare and peace of the Union: 
The Committee are therefore ferioufly im- 
prefied with the indifpenfible obligation 
that Congrefs are under of reprefenting to 
the immediate and impartial confideration 
of the feveral States, the utter impoflivility 
of maintaining and preferving the faith of 

the federal goverr.ment, by tcmporary re- 
quifisions on the States, and the confequent 
neceflity of anearly and complete aceeffi- 
on of all the States to the revenue fyitem of 
the 18th of April, 1783. 


Although in a bufinefs of this magnitude 
and importance to the refpective States, it 
was natural to expect a due degree of caution, 
and a thorough inveitigation of the fyitem 
recommended, yet the Committee cannot 
forbear to remark, that this plan has 
been under reference for nearly three 
years ; that during that period numerous 
changes have taken place in the Delegati- 
on of every State, but that this fyftem has 
received the repeated approbation of each 
fucceflive Congrefs, and tiat the urgency 
of the public engagements at this time, 
| renders it the unqueitionable duty of the 
| feveral States to adopt, wichout further de- 
lav; thofe meafures, which alohe in the 
ju lg neat of the Commictec » CAN p elerve 





the facred Jaith of tis Coiederacy. 
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The foliowing fate of fa%s muf convince 
the States of the™ propriety of urging this 
fyitem with unufual anxiety at this period : 

Doli. goths 

That the fum neceffary to dif- 
charge the intereft on loans of 
the King of France, to the ift of 
January, 1786, is, 240,740. 60 

For intereft on certificates to 
foreign officers made payable in 
France to the 1ft 5: panney 
1787, is, - - - 225370. 

, For intereft on the Spanith loan, 
to the 21ft ofMarch, 1787, is, 48,596. 55 

For intereft on the Dutch loans, 

to the ift of June, 1787, is, 295,600. 
Total, §77,307. 25 

That although fome of the objects of dif- 
burfement are in the year 1787, the periods 
dt which they become due, will thew the 
abfolute neceflity of an immediate provifion 
for them. 

That notwithftanding fome of the above 
fums do not fall due until 1787, yet, ex- 
clufive of the fame, there wi'l be due on 
the French and Dutch loans, in that year, 

1,252,938 dollars and 57 goths, and du- 
ing the nine fucceeding years, that is un- 

til the year 1797, including the payment 
of the intereft and the partial retmburiments 
of the capitals of the Freuch and Dutch loans, 
the average fum near one million of dollars 
annually ; for the certain obtaining of 
which, at fixed periods, effeftual meafures 
can no longer he delayed. More fully to 
illuftrate this fubje&t, the Committee annex 
a fchedule of the French and Dutch loans, 
fhewing the periods of their redemption, 
with the annual intereft payable thereon, un- 
der their final extinétion: n addition to the 
above foreign demands, the intereft on the 
Spanifhloan, and on the debts due to foreign 
oflicers, mutt be provided for and annually 
paid. The amount of thefe annua! de- 
mands will be greatly inereafed by adding 
the annual intere& on the domettic debr, the 
whole of which is not yet liquidated, and 
ihe aggregate whereof, willfconfequently be 
enlarged beyond its laft eflimate. 

‘The Committee contemplate, with great 
fatisfaction, the profpeét gf extinguithing a 
part of the domeftic debt, by the  fales 
of the Weftern territory of the United States; 
but a confiderable time muft clapfe before 








that country can be furveyed and difpofed 
of ; and the domettic creditors, until that 
event, muft depend for fupport on the juftice 
of their country. The revenue fyftem, if 
adopted, wonld afford this fupport, and en- 
able Congreis to fulfill the public engage- 
ments with their foreign creditors. ‘The 
whole product of this fyflem is appropriated 
for the payment of the principal and inter- 
eft of the nationa! debt, and no part thereof 
can be diverted to other purpoies. 

That wt has been the earncit with of Con- 
rrefs to prevent 


the vaft accummation of 
foreign intereit that now 


exiils, appears. 
*s 
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flom their eftimates and requifitions of the 
a7th of April, 1785 ; and’ the. following 
abftra€t, taken from the books of the Trea- 
fury, of the amount of monies brought into 
whe federal Treafury in the courfe of the four 
aft years, viz. between the 1ft of Novem- 
ber, 1785, and the it of January, 1786, 
will fhew the little fuecefs of requifitions, 
and demonftrate the inadequacy of their 
produéts to maintain the federal Govern- 
ment, and at the fame time to difcharge 
the annual public engagements : 
Del!, goths 
The receipts of taxes from the 
ift of November, 1781, to the 
iftof November, 1784, amount 
to 2,025,089. 34 
From the 1f of November, 
1784, tothe 1 of January, 
1786, 432,897. 81 





Total, 2,457,987. 25 

Thus it is evident that the fum of 
2,457,987 dollars and 25 goths cnly, was 
received in a ‘pace of more than four years, 
when the requiiitions, in the molt forcible 
manner, pretied on the States the payment 
of much larger fums, and ior purpoles of 
the higheft national importance. It fhould 
be here obierved, that the receipts for the 
la& fourteen months of tne above period, 
amount only to 432,397 dollars and 83 goths, 
which, are at the rate of 317,0¢2 dollars 
per annum, a ium fhort of what is effentu- 
ally neceffary for the bare maintenance of 
the federal Government onthe mo’ cecono- 
mical eftablithment, and ia time of pro 
found peace. 

The Committee oblerve, with great con- 
cern, that the fecurity of the navigation 
and commerce of the Citizens of the States 
from the Barbary Powers, the prote¢tion 
of the frontier inhabitants from the Savages, 
the immedia‘e eftablifhment of military ma- 
gazines in different parts of the Union, 
rendered indifpenfible by the principles 
of public fafety, the maintenance of the fe- 
deral Government at home, and the fup- 

ort of the public Servants abroad, each 
and all depend upon the contributions of 
the States under the annual requifitions of 
Conerefs. ‘The monies effentially neceflary 
for thefe important objects, will far exceed 
the fums formerly collected fiom the States 
by taxes, that no hope can be indulged of 
being able, from that fource, to make any 
remittances for the difcharge of foreign en- 
garements. 

Thus circumftanced, ‘after the moft f- 
lemn deliberation, and under the fulleft con- 
vidtion that the public embarrafiments are 
fach as above reprefented, and that they 
are daily increafing, the Committee are of 
opinion, that it has become the duty of 
Conzrefs to declare moft explicitly, that 
the crifis has arrived when the people of 








the United States, by whofe wifl, and for 
whofe benefit the federal Government was 
inftituted, muft decide whether they will 
fupport their rank as a nation, by main- 
taining the public faith at home and abroad, 
or whether, for want of a timely exertion 
in eftablifhing a general revenue, and there- 
by giving ftrength to the Confederacy, they 
will hazard not only the exiftence of the 
Union, but of thofe great and invaluable 
privileges, for which they have fo ardu- 
ouflly and fo honorably contended. 

Refolved, That Congrefs agree to the 
faid report. 


And tothe end that Congrefs may re- 
main wholly acquitted from every immpu- 
tation of a want of attention to the intereft 
and welfare of thofe whom they repreient. 


Refolved, That the requifitions of Con- 
grefsof the z7th of April, 1784, and the 
27th of September, 1785, cannot be con- 
fidered as the eftablifhment of a fyitem of 
general revenue, in oppoiition to that recom- 
mended to the feveral itates by the reiolves of 
Congreis of the 1sthof April, 1783. 


Rejilved, That the refolves of Congrefs 
ofthe 18th of April..1733, recommending 
aiyiicm of general revenue be again pre- 
ivated to the contideration of the legiflatures 
oi ihe jeveral ftates which have not tully 
complied withthe iame. That it be earn- 
efliy recommended to the Legiflaceres of 
New-liampfhire, Maflachafetts, Conneéti- 
cut, New-jeriey, Peantylvania, Virginia, 
‘and South-Varolina, which have compiied 
only in partwith the faid fyitem, complete- 
ly to adopt the fame; and to the Legifla- 
tures, of the {tates of Rhode-Ifland, New- 
York, Maryland, and Georgia, which 
have not adopted tie faid fyftem, either in 
whole or iu part, to pafs laws without fur- 
ther delay, in full conformity with the fame. 
But it asf is highly neceflary that every poffi 
ble aid fhould in the moit expeditious manner 
be obtained to the revenues of the United 
States, it is therefore recommended to the 
feveras Syates, that, in adopting the faid 
fyitcm, they enable the United States in 
Congres afilembled, to carry into effe& that 
part which relates to the impoft fo foon as 
ut fhall be acceded to, 


Refolved, That whilft Congrefs are de- 
he. the means of fatisfying thofe engage- 
meats which they have conititutionally en- 
tered into for the common benefit of the 

110n ; they hold it their duty to warn 
their conftituents that the moft fatal evils 
Wil! inevitably flow fiom a breach of pub- 
lic faith, pledged by folemn contraét, and 
a violation of thofe principles of juftice, 
which are the only iolid bafis of the honor 
and profperity of nations, 
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LO F- 2D. _@ fF. 
November 4. , 

Extra& a letter from Oftend,- Now. 4. 

‘© The fix fhips which formerly belonged 
to the Eaft-India company, are going to le 
fold. A Dutch Few is come here with a 
view of purchafing them; he is fujtedied ta 
be an agent to fome of the Barbary flaies, who 
live on the /poils of other powers. Thefe ve/- 
Jels are in exceeding good order, and will 
make excellent frigates.” 


. . . s 
The difappointment of Dr. Price's prophefy 
refpeting American aggrardifement is as rie 
diculous as the firft promulgation of ibe 2 fra 


—wmore ridiculius it cannot be. 


Mecember 5. 

The executionon Thurfday made up no 
lefs anumber than 96 perfons executed in 
the Old Bailey, fince the beginning of i'e- 
bruary, 1785. 


By letters from Morviedo, the ancient Sa- 
guntum, a /mall town in the kingdom cf Va- 
lentia, we learn, that Don Henry de Sales, 
one of the magiftrates of that city, bad pre- 
wailed upon his fellow-citizens to clear an ans 
cient Roman theatre which was fill fandins 
in that town, to make ufe of it for the celce 
braticn of their annual fefii wal: This publre 
Spirited proe® was fo fuccé{sfully executed, 
that four Spanish pieces were exhibited on the 
fame theatre that the comedies of Terence 
and Plautus had been performed nam An an- 
tiquarian had calculated that the theatre of 
Saguntum was capable of containing ten thou- 
Jand people, and his calculation has proved te 
be right, as tt was not half filled by four thou- 
Jfand jpeators, who were frefext at tte lef 
performances. It is remarkable, that the 
perjons avho were placed on the upper poriicc, 

which is the greateft diftance frim the fage, 
beard the aors as diftin@ly as thofe who were 
in the orcheftra. The reftoration of this menu- 
ment of antiquity, which ts upwards of tava 
thoufand years old, was a noble thouck , and 
tts fucce/s Jets our modern mall, incont chient, 
and awkward theatres in @ very conrem pible 


light. 


Exirad ofa letter from Paris, December 4. 

‘* An unfortunate accident having bapper- 
ed yefterday, whith will be varioufly pub- 
lifhed, 1 have feixzed this leifure moment ta 
inform you of the real cafe. A Mr. ~ 
lately arrived at the botel d’York, having 
formed the dreadful rejolution of deftro, ine 
himjelf, put it in executtc n juft as dinner was 
ferved up. He was perfe&ly colleed ill 
within ten minutes of bis diffalution, whee 








—_— 


Suddenly farting from bis chair, be feized his 
{word and carnefily entreated Simon,, his Lay ~ 
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prruck with the elegance of bis pevjon. 
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gu ch the Bodys 
Upon bis man’s refusing ta do it be snatched up 
bis piftals, end fwore that ‘faay cue attempt 
ed fointer “upt bi whe would inf Panily bhigy ‘his 
brains out, Having faid this, and the Jere 
wast hee 


dowa te arm the people of 

) fat down in a chair, and 
tucted the naskin under bis chin, and with 
a loaded pijtol in each band, put an end to 
Hone. The ball was fo nicely aimed 
af the vital part of bis head, that bis death 
fantaneous, He was Sex ind unm: ved 
with a pif fol in bis left band. 
The wound was ftarcely vifible, although the 
roof of bis mouth was, [plit ajunder. qf faw 
yan this morning, and was 
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the un) fortunate 


He way 


ée about thirty years old; and, by a letter 
‘ound upon Ais bureau, was driven to this 
ad by the violence of difappointed love.” 





Letter from Mr. Everard containing an ad- 
venture of which he was winceis in the 
Q_ ickfiver minesof Idria.* 

[i a ,.aid from the Italian.] 

Le TT ER ft, 

HE pleafure I always take in writing 
toyou, wheéreeverl am, and what- 
ever doing, in fome meafure diipels my 
refent uneafine.s: an uneafinefs cauied by 
the ditagreeabic aipect of every thing around 
me, and by the more dilagrecable ‘ci rcum- 
ftances of the Count Aloerti, with whom 
vou were once acquainted. You remember 
him the gayeft, moit agreeable perion at the 
court of Veeana, at ouce the example of the 

men, and the favourite cf the fair tex. 

I have often heard you repeat his name 
with eiteem, asone of the few that did hon- 
our to the prefent age i hat gentle- 
man Sir, | with I could fay is now nomore, 
yet, too unhappily for him, he exits, but 
in a fittation more terrible than the moft 
gloomy imagination can conceive, 

/oter pafling through feveral parts of the 
Alpe, 9 and having Vidted Germaay,—I 
thought I could not well return home with- 
out vifit ing the Qaickfilver-mines at Idria, 

and feeing thofe dieadtul tubterranean cav- 

eras, where thoufands are condemned to re- 

os le, fhut ont from all hopes oi ever feeing 

© chearf ul Jight of the tun, and obliged 

to toil ou a miierable life, under the whips 
of imper! tous tafk-mafters. 

Imagine to yourfelf a hole in the fide ofa 
mountain, of about five yards over 
down this you are let in a kind of bucker; 
more than an hundred fathom, the proipe¢t 
growing il] more gloomy, yet itil) .. iden- 
ing asyouceicend. At length, al ter {wing- 
ing iome in terrible tuipence in this 
precarious fituation, you tien 
bottom and tread on the y round, 








tl ime 
reach the 
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town of Friuli in Itabs 
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its hollow found under your feet, and the 
reverberations of the echo, feem like thun- 
der at every ftep you take. In this gloomy 
and frightful folitade, you are enlightened 
by the feeble gleam of lamps, here and 
there -difpofed, io that the wretched inhabi- 
tants of thefe manfions can go from one part 
to another without a guide. And yet, fet 
me affure you that though they by caitom, 
could fee objects very ditinttly by theie 
lights, I could fearcely difcera for fome 
time any thing, not even the perfon who 
came with me to thew me thefe {cenes ef hor- 
ror. 

From this defcription I fuppofe you have 
but a difagreeable idea of the place yet 
let me aflure you it is a palace 1f we compare 
the habitation with the inhabitants 
Such wretches my eyes never beheid. The 
blacknets of their vifages ferves only to co- 
ver a horrid paleneis, caufed by the noxious 
qualities of the mineral they are employed 
in procuring. Asthey, in general, confift 
of malefa&tors, condemned for life to this 
tafk, they are fed at the public expence ; 
but they feldom confume much provifion, as 
they loie their appetites in a fhort time, and 
commonly, in about two years, expire, 
from a total contraétion of all the joiats of 
the bedy. 








[To be continued] 
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New-Haven, March 2. 

Exirad of a letter from a gentleman in: the 
weflern country, to his friend in this city, 
daied a ao Ry near ihe M: ail, Dec. 


22d, 1785. 


Dear Sir, 
s MIDS T your multiplied avoca- 
AX tions, you wiil find time to look 
over at leait very curforily a line, from your 
old friend. Iam fill at the great Miami, 
551 miles down the Ohio from Fort-Pict ; 
I have been to the falls 153 miles below 
this ; and have attended to the benefits and 
difadvantages of this country from my own 
obfervation and {uch intormation as I can 
rely upon from other perions; from Pittf- 
bargh to the fails of the Okio 754 miles the 
river is gentle in its current, and ne gen 
in its Various meanders; when the Bar nks ar 
near y full, a paflage 1s made to the falls in 
10 days ;—the borders of tic 
in very few places, are moft luxurious bot- 
toms averidging about one mile in width 
from the river, in the rear of which the land 
rifes into hills of different heights; for the 
firit 200 miles they are higher and fleeper 
than lower down the river, theie hills are 
a fat deep and very luxurious toil, beyond 
thoie hits the country continues bi ay from 
14 to 40 miles wherefthe hill cou 


river, except 


nti y ends : 
and for ag reat diftance i sa pia in inte rf{pert- 
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ed with waving riley: There appear very 
few ftones or ledges “of rocks, yet enough 
for ule without moleiting the hufbandmen. 
The timber is very tall and thrifty ; ath, 
walnut, hiccary, {ugar tree and locuft are 
common in al! the border of this river, oak 
of ali kinds is alio found in this country, but 
not as common hebefas up the rivers talling 
into the Ohio. The Mufkingum, Scioto, 
litle Miami, big Micmi, and the Indian 
Kentuckey are confiderable rivers traverfing 
the weitern parts Of this country, and from 
two hunsred to fixty miles from their fources 
falling into the Ohio on the weftern fide be- 
tween Fort-Pitt and the Falls ; thefe rivers 
again receive great numbers of other navi- 
gable waters into their bofoms in their Vari- 
ous meanders from their fountains to the 
Ohio : By thete waters with a portage a ves 
ry tew miles you may fall upon the waters 
whiclt empty themtelves iuto the great 
Lakes, or into the Wabafh, which falls into 
the Oiiio about 300 miles below the falls, 
from this river or from Lake Michigan with 
very little land carriage you dake the waters 


of the lilinois or of Kaicacas and other 
rivers and go into the Milf Ppl 5 ; perhaps 
leis than 20 miles by ian d wiil carry me to 
I retroit, about 200 miles trom this place 5 


id about the fame length of land carriage 
will bring me tothe Math i ppi 900 miles 
from here, and near 100 amiles above Forge 
Céarre:, at Kaicaicase 


The foil in general is a deep marly 
clay with nogrit, asfoft as tat; very little 
underwocd imp.des the cleanse of land; 
the common produce of an acre pianted with 
corn and weil hutbanded, ‘oO 110 
buthels : with very little indutry the pros 
cuce is from 30 to Go-bufheis: Wheat has 
been little raiied, and except on the pooreft 
of the land I believe wiil reient, 
until fome crops of other grain are taken off, 
‘Tobacco and cotton will be grown in great 
pienty, = the climate 1s fo temperate as 
to require ry little provi on tor itock in 
the i thy this place is 1n lat. 39, 30 N. 
though juch are the meancers of ‘the Ohio that 
270 miles further up we are halt a degree to 
the fouthward of this place. ‘The little and 
great Kanahway and the icentuckey are re- 
ceived by thisriver from the Virginia fhores, 
and'by them you pals near 200 miles by 
vater, through the country ealt of the Ohio, 
and by the great Kanahway a portage of lets 
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nofcdoe at p 


than 100 miles > brings you to the navi gable 

waters of Virgiaia. The country abounds 
. , ra) ’ 

with every thog necellary to< Hablitl 1 iettle- 


ments with eaie. TI 


1e forefts abou .d with 
buffatoe, deer, e'k, 


bears and turkics ; th e 
waters are covered with fowl, and the fth 
are in very great plenty; and in general 
the climate is very heaithy, the ague ae fe. 
ver are ftrangers to cvery part of this river 
above the ‘alls, and pertect health aj pears 
to be the lot of every pesion inhabiting ear 
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thefe waters: you will eafily fee I confider 
this a terreftrial paradife ; was I potiefied of 
a good tarm in C.nnetticut I would think [ 
had a god bargain togive it fora like num- 
ber of acres of this wildernefs and colt of 
tran{portation. 

«« ‘The ditadvantages are, want of a free 
navigation in'o the Bay of Mexico, and the 
great difficulty whica will aiways attend re- 
ceiving fupplies up that river; yet lam con- 
vinced this will be greatly leflmed when the 
navigation is faie from the enemy, and men 
of enterprize engage in it. 1 was told it 
would take me at ieaft ten days to come 
up from the talls 153 miles; I took upon me 
to be a failor (anda very poor one indeed [ 
was) [ fitted my fails, and in very high 
water and trong current, L-came up in leis 
than five.days; but thele imaginary diffiicul- 
ties will be venefits, for the tobacco, hemp, 
eotton and peltry exported trom uere, wiil 
return fewer foreign goods for our conttimp- 
tion, of courfe the trade will always be in 
ourfavour. ‘The meat and grain rated and 
grown in this country will ior a loag time 
find a ready market trom the increafing po 
pulation of this extenfive country. Salt is 
made in tuflicient quantity for the confump- 
tion of the country ; and the fugar tree which 
is in great plenty, I believe may furnith fu- 
gar & ipirit: as .or M.deira, which muft make 
part of your billof tare, I find itinas great 
purity here as in the old fettlements and in 
plenty, though the price is high; good 
claret is made at Katcaicas, and vines may 
he eafily cultivated here: Fruitof all kinds 
may be giown in abundance, I have not yet 
been without apples; and apple orchards, 
peaches, plumbs, cherries, &c. have made 
their way 100 miies below Fort-Pitt. You 
will fcaccely believe me when | teil youa 
truth that | never wanted a good bed one 
night tor more than 600 miles after I left 
home: andafter I paffed the mountains, I 
always had my choice of Madeira, Litbon, 
‘and Port wine, chickens, coffee or venilca 
for fupper, and good hyfon tea for break- 
fait. 

‘« The population of the country of ken- 
tuckey will amaze you; in June, 1779, the 
whole number of inhabitants amounted to 
176 only, and they now exceed 30,000: I 
have now been 39 days at this poft, and there 
have pafled 34. boats for the falls; and not 
more than one third the boats which come to 
this country with fettlers, go as far down as 
thi. plaee: it is a moderate computation to 
number 10 toa boat, this gives an addition 
of 1000 at leaft in the lat 40 days, and | 
am informed more than one half the fectlers 
come through the wilderneis from Virgtaia. 
Thave not a doubt but 3000 men in arms 
might be paraded at this place ini2 days if 
neceflary. 

“« Jt will be as praéticable to turn a tor- 
rent of water backward, as to prevent the 
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amazing emigration to this country: and 
like the general collection at the laft day, 
they are of al nations, tongues and Jan- 
guages, from China, from all parts of Eu- 
rope, from our own country, and every 
part of America they are gathered. 

** The whole of that country is located, 
fome of 3 or 10 locations upon each other, 
that whoever purchales there is fare to par- 
chafe a lawiuit, and a very uncertain title. 

** The principal iettlement is Lexington, 
70 miles S. E. fiom this poft. Louiiville, 
at the falls of the Ohio confi:ts of about 100 
buildings, in three parallel ftreets, in an 
oblique direction to the river ; it is in a beau- 
tiful fituation, having the fallsin front, and 
a view Of the river in its courie from the up- 
per country. The river at this place takes 
a turn nearly at right angles, and runs al- 
moft north about two miles to Clark’s-Ville, 
at the lower end of the falls or rapids, it is 
about one and a quarter mile in width at 
this place, the falls in low-water are no great 
obftruction in paffing, there being no per- 
pendicuilar fall, but a gradual defcent of ra- 
pid water about two miles over a body of 
flat free ftone, fome few ledges are in the 
paflage, which are eafily avoided; this is 
the only body of flone I faw near that place, 
and is in futicient plenty for an ample fupply 
for every ule ftone are wanted for: It is re- 
markabie, thatin the courle of 1000 miles 
there fhouid not be a fall until you come to 
this place which is the wideft part of the ri- 
ver, and no mountains or ftones on the fides 
of it, Oathe N. W. fide of the falls, the 
earth or waters iffuing through it  poffefs 
a petrefying quality beyond what I have feen 
at any other piace, fith, birds, roots, vege- 
tables, &c. &c. are petrefied, and adhere 
to the flat rock on the bottom, many of 
which we have gathered. 

‘* The big bones of an animal now un- 
known, are alfo among the curiofities of this 
country ; they are dug out of the earth ata 
Salt Lack, about 30 miles from this place ; 
we took up fome 7 feet under ground; a 
thigh bone of four feet and one inch long, 
and a double-tooth weighing 54 lbs. area- 
mong them.—Some much iarger have been 
found.* 

‘< From every obfervation I can make, I 
have not a doubt this country will be very 
ipeedily fettied, and very grezt advantages 
may be made by thoie whoare early in their 
adventures and ipeculations ; and [ have no 
more doubt that the United Statos wiil 
loose al! the benefit they ¢ vpect to derive Srem it 
unlejs jome more expediiious method for cpene- 
ing the jettlement on this fide the river fhould 
be fpecd:ly adopted. 
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fays, ‘What this aninal is, ond by what 
wmiewns its ruins are found in Tartary and in 
America, are qutftions of very dificult decifi- 
on. The bones bear a great rejemblance 
ta thofe of the Elephant, but whence is it thet 
thefe bones are found in climates where the ele- 
phant, anative of the torrid zone; cannot even 
Jubfifiin bis wild fate, andin a fate of Jer- 
vitude will not propazate? Thefe are diffi- 
culties fufficient to fagger credulity itfelf, and 
at length producedthe enquiries of Dr. Hunt- 
er———T hat celebrated anatomif} difcovered a 
confiderable difference between the jhape and 
frructure Z the bones, and thoje of the Ele- 
phan. @ objerved from the form cf the 
teeth, that they muft have belonged to a car- 
nivorous animal; whereas the habits of tre 
Elephant are foreign to fuch fuflenance, and 
bis jaws tctally unprovided with the teeth ne- 
cefary for its ufe: And from the whole he 
con duded to the /atisfadtion of natu relifts, that 
thefe bones bilcnged toa quadruped now un- 
known, and whofe races probably extiné, 
unle/s it may be found in the extenfive coatt- 
nent of New-Holland, whofe recefes have net 
yet been pervaded by the curicfity or avidity 
of civilized man, Can then jo great a link 
have perifhed from the chain of nature? Hape 
py we that it has. How formidable an enee 
my to the human fpecies, an Gnimai as larze 
as the Elephant, the tyrant of the forefis, per- 
haps the devourer of man! Nations, fuck as 
the Indians, muft have been in perpetual a- 
larm. The animoftties among the wariais 
tribes muft have flopped till the common 
enemy, who threarened joe very exiffence of 
all fhould be extirpated. To this circumPance 
we are probably indebied for a fai, 
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ts perhaps fingular in its kind, the extin@icn 

hole race of ani I tye be fof -* 
of a whole race of animais from the {yfem 4 
nature. 





Feb. 23. d very valuable mine has lately 
Leen difcovered in the, town of Leverett, coun- 
ty of Hampjbire, in the Commonwealth of 
Mafachufetts. What the moft valuakle metal 
produced fre s this mine really ify #5 mot yet 
determined, the proprietors mot having 
awith perfons of fuficient chymical kuow!lea'ze 
to give them the defired information. Tire 
it is, that the ore yields, after the ntoft Ample 
mode of feparation, one fixteenth part ef a 
pale yellow metal, of a jue fexiure, u ofee 
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avill bear drawing, even after the firf? pro- 


cefs above mentioned into very fine wire 3 it 


ts fuppofed to be too fine jor Coppers ana ufe 


trial does not appear to be avery Lave metal 
Some perfons /uppose it to be ver mixes Vuls 
bth has, J : 
copper——/ome £ old with copper———and overs, 
j > ob band 
gold that wants the maturing band é 
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bouutifally, is eafly come wt, and ihe mine 
vram impectionis ibought to contain immense 
guaniiiies. Several tons of the ore bave al- 
ready, qrib wery little trouble and expence, 
ecu taken from the mine, which aljo produces 
arce quantities of lead. Both the lead end oti er 
mecad is ia ats natural flaie in flint flone. 

Exsred of a letter from Wilmington ( Dele- 

ware) dated Febraury 10. 

We bave pafed an a& of incorporation 
for the Prefsvent, Dire&ors, and Company of 
the Basi of Nortb-America 5 alfo, one veft- 
ing Congress. with porer to regulate Com- 
merce; aly> ore for protefing Veffels and the 
Cced’s sherecf, which may be caft on fhore on 
ile Coaf of chis State ; alfa one declaring Wil- 
mingion ond Newce file Sree ports fer twenty five 
years, fubje? neverthelefs to jeveral regula- 
Licnus. 





DIED in this city, on Monday 
the 20th inftant, and on Saturday 
following was refpeCtfully interr- 
ed, Dr. Gzorce Muirson, fon 
ct the Rev. Mr. Muirfon of the 
ftace of New-York. He was a 
genticman of good natural abili- 
ties, and of a ftrong and penetrat- 
ing genius: and while he made 
good improvements in the vari- 
ous branches of fcience, he applied 
with particular attention and affi- 
luity to the medical ftudies. Be- 
ing initiated in thefe under Dr. Du- 
pee at New-York, he afterwards, 
by ftudious obfervation, in a fub- 
fequent courfe of practice, rofe to 
a diftinguifhed eminence in his 
profeflion. He was well read in 
the beit medical authors ; and be- 
fides the knowledge treafured up 
from them, he by a certain origin- 
ality of genius, and by judicious 
mental efforts of his own, made 
thote difcoveries in the nature and 
cure of difeafes, which rendered 
his practice fingularly ufeful, as 
well as extenfive. He will be par- 
ticularly immortalized for the in- 
vention of MERCURIAL IN- 
OCUL ATION, and the treat- 
ment of the {mall-pox with a cool 
regimen, and free, open air. 
No one ever realized the hint from 





the great Boerhaave, before Dr. 


Muirsox, who, in 1731, inocu- 


























lated himfelf, after a mercurial 
and. antimonial preparation, and 
was the firft in the world that ever 
inoculated in that manner, He ge- 


‘neroufly communicated his know- 


ledge from the beginning; but 
the medical faculty would neither 
believe nor adventure the practice, 
until 1757, when, upon his great 
fucceis, it was adopted by the Jer- 


fey phyficians, and from thence 


was difleminated abroad, and has 
come into general reception with 
the medical fraternity every where ; 
for the Suttonian, Vienna, and all 
the modern European, as well as 
American Inoculation, is of a deri- 
vation from Dr. Muirsen, fince 
1757, although he had practifed it 
rom 1731. 

Amongtt the refpectable patrons 
of the Alexandria Academy, a 
new and promifing inftitution, ap- 
pears the name of the illuftrious 
General Wasuincton, who hath 
benevolently engaged to veft in 
the hands of the truftees of that fe- 
minary, and their fucceffors fore- 
ver, the annual intereft of One 
Thoufand Pounds, Virginia Cur- 
rency, to be employed inthe edu- 
cation of neceffitous orphans and 
other poor children. 





NAVAL-OFFICE, NEW-HA- 
VEN. 

EN T E R E OD. 
Sl. Polly, Lines, St. Euftatia. 
— Endeavour, Bunnel; 
— William, French, St. Croix. 
Br. Rachel, Macquan, Martinico. 
Sloop Hazard, Hufe, New-York. 

Cod Bias BR... BD, 
Sl. Experiment, Miles, Martinico. 
— Endeavour, Clark. 

Br. James, Miller, C. Francois. 
S]. Dolphin, Staples Martinico. 
Br. Bride, Brintnall C. Francois. 
Sch. Farmer, Griffing, Martinico, 
Si. Betfey, “White, Jamaica. 
Br. George, Leake, ———— 
Sl. Polly, Huggins, New-York. 
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— 'Catherine, Clark, N.York. 
— Dolphin, “Throop. 








MATHEMATICAL QUESTION. 


MAN dying left his eftate, which 
confifted of 7354 acres, to his wife. 

_ Son and four daughters. 4s ihe land 

lay "a circle, the Daughters were to have 
the four largeft equilateral triangles that 
cux'd be drawn in the circle with one corner 
of each triangle touching the periphery: the 
Jon to have the /quare made by thofe trian- 
gles at the center of the circle, and the wi - 
dow to have the remainder: what is the 


feare of each ? 





Prices current at Alexandria, Fe- 

. -bruary 17, 1786, 
OBACCO, 20s. per Ct. 
Hemp’36s, per do. 

Fine Flour, 28s. per barrel. 

Wheat 5s & 6d. per buthel. 

Jamaica fpirits, 4s & 6d. per gall. 

Windward Rum, 3s. 

Continental do. 2s. 

Molaffes is. & 6d. 

Salt 3s. 

Corn 4s 

Exchange 40, 
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Dec, 12. In the boiftercus weather on 
Tuefday Morniog laft, a Dutch fchooner 
bound from Calais to Rotterdam, laden with 
fugar and coffee, was wrecked olf Pairlighr, 
within about three miles of Haftings which 
was nofconer known there than the Beach 
fwarmed with Su ar«s, fome of whom pre- 
fently boarded the wreck, and opened the 
hatches, which eccafioned her foon to go to 
pieces, and render. her cargo an eafy prey 
to thofe voracious and mercilefs montters 
who approved themfelves fo dextrous at their 
plunder, they had fwallowed up the greateit 
part of her cargo, before captain Wemys 
of the 16th light dragoons, and his party 
could arrive ; very little therefore was faved 
in thisway. Thecrew, three only in num- 
ber happily faved their lives, by taking to 
their boat. ’Tis thought the veflel would 
not have gone to pieces had “ot the hatches 
been thus fhamefully opened. 

So unbounded was the propenfity toplun- 
der at the above wreck, that it fhould feem 
that the dreadful hand of providenec had been 
invoked io chaftile it, 1n the inftance of a 
young man, who being overloaden vtta 
with his plunder, drept cown under the 
weight of it. 
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